THE BRITISH EMPIRE

wrongly in refusing England's offer, especially as Russia has repaid
our loyalty and friendship with iniquitous ingratitude. The latter
represents the truth.

But in judging the policy of that period two factors must be borne
in mind. The acceptance of Great Britain's offer would have placed
a tie upon the German Empire which would have been unendurable.
Germany would have become the strong but stupid Power, whose
duty would have been to fight British battles on the Continent.
Besides which the choice concerned Germany's world future, above
all the development of the German war fleet.

COUNT ERNST zu REVENTLOW.    1915.    Bibl., ibid.
(I, 45, p. 261).

BRITISH lust for power and commercial jealousy have been the
motives which have organised the world and set it in motion to wage
a war of extermination against a peace-loving people.

COUNT ERNST zu REVENTLOW.    1916.
Bibl. V, 145, p. 477.

FROM the German point of view, an anarchic India would serve
German interests far better than a British-ruled India. . . . The
liberation of India from the British yoke would almost at once put
the Indian peoples into far closer and livelier contact with Germany
than ever before.

COUNT ERNST zu REVENTLOW.    1917.    Bibl. V, 145A,
pp. 75 ff.

GOLD is something different for England than for Germany. For
England power and gold are inseparable conceptions. The British
world empire is largely built up on the British money power and will
hold together with it.

KARL HELFFERiCH.1    Speech in the Reichstag,
14 December 1914.    Bibl. V, 83, p. 45.

TO-DAY there is nothing more urgent than that the will to conquer
the world should take possession of the entire German people. Then
only shall we raise ourselves from half-conscious world power to
clearly realised, and therefore imperialistic power. Then only can
we resist England also. . . .

DR. ADOLF GRABOWSKY.    1914.    Bibl. IX, 50.

1 Karl Helfferich (1872-1924), statesman and economist; leader of the German
National Party; State Secretary of the Reich Treasury in 1915; Member of the
directorate of the Deutsche Bank-, introduced the Rentenmark in 1923.
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